Watermelon

Irrigation

Usually pits, ridges or beds are irrigated a day or two prior to planting of seeds and the next irrigation,
preferably light, is given 4 or 5 days after planting of seeds. Subsequently the irrigation is given at
weekly intervals.

In spring-summer crop, frequency of irrigation is very important as water stress during fruit
developmentleads to fruit cracking. Mulching of the hills after sowing reduces moisture loss at the time
of emergence and prevents crust formation. It is necessary to keep the moisture well maintained at the
root zone, to promote rapid taproot development. Application of water should be restricted to the base
of the plant or root zone to avoid wetting of the vines or vegetative parts, especially when flowering, fruit
set and fruit development are in progress. Frequent wetting of stems, leaves and developing fruits will
promote diseases and rotting of fruits. Frequency of irrigation is reduced when the fruits reach near
maturity while itis completely stopped at harvesting stage.
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