
Potato
Irrigation

Irrigation has a special significance in the potato production as the plant has shallow and sparse root 

system. First irrigation should be light and given 5-7 days after planting and subsequent irrigation are 

given at 7-15 days interval depending upon the climatic condition and soil type. The drip system of 

irrigation is most economical giving highest productivity and saving almost 50% water. It also enables 

application of fertilizers through irrigation water. The sprinkler system gives uniform distribution of 

water and reduces water losses by percolation and run off. Sprinkler irrigation is beneficial on frosty 

nights as it reduces frost damage in potatoes. It is recommended for areas with undulating topography, 

extremely sandy soil and scarce water supply. Under such situations, the use of sprinkler systems 

increases water use efficiency by 40% as compared to furrow irrigation.
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