Pineapple

Harvesting

Pineapple plants flower 10-12 months after planting and attain harvesting stage 15-18 months after
planting, depending on the variety, time of planting, the type and size of plant material used and the
prevailing temperature during fruit development. Under natural conditions, pineapple comes to
harvest during May- August. With a slight colour change at the base of developing fruit, it could be
harvested for canning purpose. But for table purpose, the fruit could be retained till it develops
satisfactory golden yellow colour. Harvesting is done with a sharp knife, severing the fruit-stalk with a
clean cut retaining 5-7m of stalk with the fruit in such a way that the fruitis not damaged.

Yield

The yield of pineapple fruit varies with the variety, agroclimate, agrotechniques and planting density:.
The fruit yield with a plant density of 35000-40000 plants/ha was about 40-50 tonnes and that of
43,300-50000 plants/ha was 50-60 tonnes.
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