Citronella
Planting

Season of Planting

Although the plantation of Java citronella can be initiated anytime during the year, onset of monsoon is
the best time. The land should be prepared to fine tilth by discing and tilling. There should be enough
moisture in the field at the time of planting.

Spacing
The slips should be planted at a distance of 60 cm x 60 cm apart. However, in areas where the soil is

very fertile and the climatic conditions support luxurious growth, a spacing of 90 cm x 90 cm may be
followed.

Method of Planting

The slips should be taken from healthy, vigorously growing and young bushes and should be planted
soon after the bushes have been dug up and the slips have been separated out. If the planting is
delayed, the slips may partially dry up resulting in poor plant population. The slips are planted vertically,
about 10 cm deep. The planting should be done in such a way that the excess water is drained off
quickly. This is because plants are extremely sensitive to temporary waterlogging, which adversely
affects the growth of the plant. It is better to plant citronella on ridges to avoid waterlogging. The field
should be irrigated immediately after planting if there are no rains within next 24 hours.
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